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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    CMAC STAFF PRESENT
Nancy E. McFadden, Chair     J. Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Thomas Calderon      Myrna Allen, R.N. 
Diane M. Griffiths      Enid Barnes 
Teresa P. Hughes      Theresa Bueno 
Lynn Schenk       Denise DeTrano 
Michael R. Yamaki      Holland Golec 

         Vanessa Guerrero 
Mervin Tamai 
Karen Thalhammer 
Donald Wooten, Ph.D. 

 
 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT 
Vicki Marti 

 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chantele Denny, Department of Finance 
Benjamin Thomas, Department of Health Services 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance Commission (CMAC) on March 
25, 2004 was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Chair Nancy E. McFadden.  A quorum was present. 

 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
 

There were no meeting minutes for approval at this meeting. 
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III. Executive Director’s Report 

 
The Executive Director, Keith Berger, informed the Commission that the April 8 

Commission meeting will be in Room 113 and the April 22 Commission meeting will be in 
Room 126.   

 
Mr. Berger reported that at this time there were no new requests by hospitals or health 

plans to appear before the Commission in closed session.  He further stated that a couple of 
hospitals may request appearances for April, but more information would be available next 
week. 

 
Mr. Berger reported that the SB 1255, Round 16B amendments and the Medical 

Education Program amendments will be before the Commission on April 22nd for action. 
 
He further informed the Commission that CMAC staff members will participate in a 

Federal Office of the Inspector General (OIG) Entrance Conference next week with the 
Department of Health Services (DHS).  The OIG is conducting a nation-wide study of Medicaid 
Medical Education Programs.   

 
CMAC staff also met with three members of the California Performance Review Board 

(CPRB).  The CPRB reviews specific programs to determine ways for the program to work more 
effectively.   CMAC staff informed the CPRB on what CMAC does, its history, responsibilities, 
and achievements.  Mr. Berger further indicated that the meeting went well and that the CPRB 
recommended that if the Commission has any ideas or suggestions to contact CPRB by e-mail or 
telephone at 1-877-end-waste.  
 

Keith Berger reported that a new Director for DHS had been appointed.  Sandra Shewry 
was appointed Director and Dr. Richard Jackson was appointed Public Health Officer.  Both 
have history with DHS, and CMAC staff looks forward to working with them. 
 
 Mr. Berger raised the issue of whether Commissioner biographies should be added to 
CMAC’s website.  Chair McFadden responded that the Commissioners should be working on 
their biography information for posting on the website.   
 
 
IV. Medi-Cal Managed Care Activities 
 
 Mr. Berger reported that CMAC continues to wait on rate regulations information from 
DHS.  Currently DHS has only two actuaries and they are quite overloaded.  Mr. Berger 
indicated that CMAC is working with DHS and the Managed Care Plans to assist in the rate 
development. 
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V. Approval of CMAC meeting schedule for State Fiscal Year 04/05 
 
 The CMAC meeting dates for FY 04/05 were unanimously approved as amended by the 
Commissioners.  
 
 
VI. California Children’s Hospital Association 
 
 Sue Maddox, President & Chief Executive Officer of the California Children’s Hospital 
Association (CHA), appeared before the Commission in response to Commissioner Calderon’s 
request on how the children’s hospitals share efficiencies/economies of scale.  Ms. Maddox 
indicated that children’s hospitals are regional providers that centralize specialty care in over half 
of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) days in the state for Medi-Cal care and for CCS 
patients.  Ms. Maddox reported that CCHA works very hard to improve the quality of care, 
efficiency and access. 
 
 Sue Maddox gave examples of collaboration between the children’s hospitals.  Ms. 
Maddox also presented that Children’s hospitals are members of the Child Healthcare 
Corporation of America, and combine purchasing nationwide.  This is a savings of millions of 
dollars and standardized the supply costs.   
 

 
Sue Maddox remarked on improving efficiencies of care for children in the children’s 

hospitals such as annual examination of utilization, finance, and staffing, benchmarking and 
identifying areas for improvement.  CCHA has developed practical guidelines, physician 
leadership meetings, increase quality and reduce cost.   

 
In concluding her report, Ms. Maddox stated that CCHA wants to work with CMAC on 

creative solutions and adequate payment for the specialty care that is provided to the very ill 
patients in their hospitals, such as rate consideration, alternative payment options, SB 1255 
program payments, and continued full funding for Graduate Medical Education. 
 

In response to Commissioner Schenk’s question Ms. Maddox indicated that her research 
was more on how much the children’s hospitals work together than discovering that the hospitals 
should be working together. 
 
 
VII. New Business/Public Comments/Adjournment 
 

There being no further new business and no additional comments from the public, Chair 
Nancy McFadden recessed the open session at 10:40 a.m.  Chair McFadden opened the closed 
session at 10:45 a.m.  Chair McFadden adjourned the closed session at 11:25 a.m. The 
Commission reconvened in open session.  Chair McFadden announced that the Commission had 
taken action on a County Organized Health System amendment in closed session.  There being 
no further business, Chair McFadden adjourned the open session at 11:25 a.m. 


